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sentenced by that Court to a fine of io,ooo/.    He was, how-
1614.      ever, permitted to return to  Ireland, and,   in all
Sentenc3eon  probability, the fine,  as was  usual  in such cases,
Taibot.        was remitted.1

In addition to the original complaints, a paper had been
handed in to the King, in which was set down a long list of
1613. grievances under which the Irish were suffering.2
New7 IS* He accordingly made ujS his mind to send over four
Commls0-^' Commissioners, who were directed to investigate
tiTnvesti-11* uPon t^ie sPot a^ ^ cnarges which had been brought
gate them, against the Government.3 The four Commissioners,
Sir Humphrey Wynche, Sir Charles Cornwallis, Sir Roger
Wilbraham, and George Calvert, arrived in Dublin on Sep-
tember ii.4' After a long and patient investigation, they sent
over their report on November i2/}

In the first place, they reported that they had investigated
fourteen cases in which complaints had been made of undue
elections, amongst which they only found two in which the
charge was, in their opinion, substantiated. In some cases it
appeared that the Irish had not taken the trouble to make
themselves acquainted with the English election rules; in others,
the licence which the prevailing faction had allowed to itself was
certainly not greater than that. which was often taken by the
sheriffs of English counties. After narrating the proceedings
at the choice of the Speaker, and lamenting the evident preva-
lence of recusancy, they, proceeded to comment on the general
grievances of the kingdom. They acknowleged that much
oppression had been exercised by the soldiers, but alleged that
few complaints had been made on the subject, and that the
Deputy was determined to lose no time in redressing the evils

1  DCS. Cur. Hib. i. 321.

2  Delivered in on July 15,   1613, Lansd. MSS. 156, fol. 241 b. A
fuller collection was delivered to the Commissioners in October, Des. Cur.
Hit), i. 237.    Compare i. 362.

3  Instructions to the Commissioners, Des. Cur. Hib. 327.

4  In Des.   Cur. Hib., i. 283, this date is given as the 25th.    The
Commissioners themselves say that it was the I ith, ibid, i. 362.

5  The Commissioners' return and certificate, Des. Cur. Hib. i. 334.